MINUTES

OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

OF THE ROSELLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

OF TUESDAY, APRIL 17 2008
Board members present



Board members absent

Anthony Esposito (a / 7:20)


Dorothy Mayner


    

    Maureen Donnelly



Jose Rodriguez




      Dr. Angel Granison

JoAnn Reddick Guest (a / 7:31)


Others present 
Elaine Rittinger 




Mayor Garrett Smith
Sidney Stone 




W. Keith McCoy
R. Eudora Winston      









    
    




   







The vice-president called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.  Ms. Donnelly announced that the meeting was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.  

The minutes of the meeting of March 13 2008 and April 3 2008 were approved (Winston/Granison).


Board Reports:  Ms. Donnelly reported on the plans of the Friends, and the Oprah Book Club.  She also reported on the April Council meeting;  Mr. Esposito’s report was postponed until his arrival. 

Programs and Services:  Mr. McCoy reported on the staff reaction to selling stationary, and the potential revenue stream.  The Board concurred with the analysis and declined to pursue the matter further.  The director also briefed the Board on the matter of a patron we have taken to court for excessive overdues, and on library related legislation in the state assembly and senate.  Mr. Esposito arrived at this time and assumed the chair.  After some discussion, the Board asked the director to bring to the next meeting any proposed changes in policy which would protect patron privacy.  Mr. McCoy also reported on the plans for the Summer Reading Program, and on the first meeting of senior library staff with key staff from the Board of Education.  Ms. Guest arrived during that presentation.


Mr. Esposito then briefed the Board on the previous night’s council meeting.  He reported that Councillor Ricks had suggested that the Borough should consider a community center as part of an expansion of the Library.  He further reported that the Mayor said the Library had no plan of action, and he did not support an expansion.  The Board had some discussion about the comments from those two public officials.

Finance:  The Board voted to:  approve the April bill listing (Stone/Rittinger);  approve the March financial report (Donnelly/Guest);  accept the F07 audit (Stone/ Winston);  approve Version 2 of the revised F08 budget (Stone/guest);  approve the submitting of a draft F09 budget (Winston/Granison);  appoint Suplee Clooney & Co. to perform the F08 audit (Winston/Guest).  The Board asked the director to tell the auditors to use our budget categories when preparing our F08 audit

Buildings and Grounds:  The director briefed the board on the progress on a new fence and on the exterior lighting.  The board also reviewed the sketches for the lunettes.  Mayor Smith arrived at this time.


The Board voted to suspend the agenda (Winston/Guest) to hear from Mayor Smith about the plans for library expansion.  He clarified his comments from the night before by saying that there is no financial plan in place for expansion, and that he would only commit borough funds if the Library came up with matching funds from the State or another source  He recommended submitting in the near future a capital request to repair the addition HVAC and roof, rather than postpone the repairs in anticipation of the expansion program.  The Board discussed with the Mayor the opportunities for funding and the crucial need to alleviate our space constraints.  At the conclusion of the discussion, the Mayor left the meeting.  The Board returned to its regular agenda.

Mr. McCoy reported on a variety of items regarding the building and the property, and added that the network printer in Circulation needed to be replaced.
Planning:  There was further discussion about potential funding for expansion, and the lack of opportunities in Roselle to raise sufficient matching funds.  No conclusions were reached.
Fundraising:  The director will contact Mr. DeRose to see if he is still working on the incorporation of the Friends.
Personnel:  Mr. McCoy reported on his attendance at the recent Public Library Association conference.
There was no further business, and the meeting was adjourned at 9:04 pm (Granison/Rittinger).
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