THE NORTH JERSEY SHORE

RESORT ERA COLLECTION:

SCOPE OF COLLECTION:


The collection consists of drawings, scrapbooks, and other materials donated to the library by James F. Durnell during the 1960’s.   It was established as a special collection in 1968, after the first addition to the library was completed, when a special case was obtained to house the collection.


The scrapbooks consist of photographs and of drawings from Harper’s Weekly of people and places in the Long Branch, New Jersey area from the mid 1800s to the 1950s.  The focus is on the period when Long Branch was a resort community attracting the wealthy and famous.  There is special coverage of theatre and entertainment.  Many of the photographs in the collection are copies of Pach brothers’ photos.

ADVICE TO THE RESEARCHER:


Researchers are cautioned to verify information found in the Durnell materials in at least one other source.  Some historical inaccuracies have been reported by researchers.

SCOPE & SEQUENCE OF SCRAPBOOKS:

Scrapbooks 7, 8, 12, and 13 were put together by James Durnell.  The other scrapbooks were assembled by Muriel Scoles from material donated by James Durnell.  They were subsequently numbered by Janet Birckhead.   Some scrapbooks have an index, which was created by Muriel Scoles.  Microfilming was done by Northeast Document Conservation Center, with funding provided by a grant from the New Jersey Historical Commission.  This finding aid was prepared in March of 2001 by Janet Birckhead.

Scrapbook #1:

Title:  Racing: Monmouth Park: Scenes

Contents:  Mostly newspaper clippings of Monmouth 

Park racing scenes.

Scrapbook #2:

Title: None

Contents:  Mostly newspaper clippings of Monmouth 

Park racing scenes.

Scrapbook #3:

Title: Famous People of the Theatre Who Lived or 

Vacationed in Long Branch

Contents: Black and white photographs of stars 

of stage and screen who visited Long Branch.

Scrapbook #4:

Title: Ocean Avenue

Contents: Black and white photographs, drawings,

and a few postcards of places on Ocean Avenue.  Index.

Scrapbook #5:

Title: None

Contents:  Black and white photographs of actors,

actresses, and political figures who visited Long Branch.

Scrapbook #6:

Title:  None

Cover Photo:  Mis-identified as Gustave Pach.

According to local historian Karen Schnitzpahn,

The photo is of Gottheld Pach.

Contents:  Pach photographs of people and places

in Long Branch and the surrounding area.

Scrapbook #7:

Title:  Album Photographic Views of Long Branch

Contents:  This album is a copy of the book by the 

same title, written by J. H. Schenck, with photographs 

by the Pach brothers, reassembled into an album, with 

additional comments by James Durnell.  This scrapbook 

has been microfilmed on the same reel as an unaltered 

copy of Schenck’s book.

Scrapbook #8:

Title:  Album of Theatrical Favorites and Miscellaneous

Contents:  Photocopies of photographs of stars of stage

and screen assembled into a booklet.

Scrapbook #9:

Title:  None

Contents:  Photographs and line drawings of famous people

(presidents, generals, and other historical figures as well as 

actors and actresses) who visited or stayed in Long Branch.

Scrapbook #10:

Title:  Local Area

Contents:  Black and white photographs and line drawings,

with a few newspaper clippings and postcards, of area towns.   

Scrapbook #11:

Title: The City of Long Branch

Contents:  Black and white photographs of places in Long

Branch.  Index.
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